Introduction
The Eviphididae is a widespread family of mesostigmatic mites common in various types of habitats rich in decomposing organic matter, such as leaf litter and dung. Many species have established phoretic relationships with various arthropod groups that live in these habitats, especially scarab beetles and dipterans. According to a recent review of European genera by Mašán & Halliday (2010) , 16 genera and 29 species of eviphidid mites are known from Europe. However, the family Eviphididae is still little-known globally, as highlighted by a series of recent studies that have led to the description of new genera and species (Kazemi et al. 2008; Mašán & Halliday 2009; Mašán & Halliday 2010; Halliday 2010; Joharchi et al. 2014) . Despite the diversity of European fauna, only 15 species belonging to eight genera were listed in the Italian fauna checklist (Bernini et al. 1995; Stoch 2003) , and after Mašán & Halliday (2010) , only 12 eviphidid species are really well-known from Italy. Nevertheless, our knowledge about eviphidid mites occurring in this country is largely based on studies of Giovanni Canestrini and Antonio Berlese, published in the period between 1881 and 1921 and concerning a limited range of areas and habitats. It follows that the Italian eviphidid fauna has been little investigated and that more extensive collections from this country will reveal a greater number of taxa.
The mite fauna of the Lepontine Alps is one of the most poorly known in the Alpine system and studies concerning this region are currently not available. The Alpe Veglia-Devero Nature Park is a natural area located in the Val d'Ossola mountain valley, on the Italian-Swiss border, and, due to the presence of various high-altitude mountain habitats, it is a crucial area to investigate the biodiversity of the Lepontine Alps. In the course of a survey of the mesostigmatic mites occurring in this area, the senior author collected a sample of leaf litter with numerous specimens of an eviphidid mite that was recognised as belonging to a new species, and that we describe here on the basis of adults and deutonymphs. Since the new species shows an unusual combination of features unknown or
